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Call for Expression of Interest
[bookmark: _Hlk141262041]for development of the Integrity Watch digital platforms for four Western Balkan Countries and Turkey 

[bookmark: _Hlk141434375]Invitation for Prequalification No.: 001-2023-KDI
Project: Integrity Watch in the Western Balkans and Turkey: civil society combating corruption with political integrity data
Project Number: IPA/2022/ 440-922
Client: Kosova Democratic Institute (KDI)
Country: Kosovo
Issued on: 7 August 2023 
Application Closing Date: 23:59 CET (GMT+2) on 21 August 2023 
Type of Contract: Services
Award Type of Procedure: Restricted Procedure 
Award Criteria: Most Economically Advantageous Tender [Best Value] 
Estimated Award Value: NTE [Not-to-Exceed] 62,500.00 EUR
Award Start and End Date: October 2023 until 28 February 2026 (project end date)
Location of Works: Remote

1.1 Background
Kosova Democratic Institute (KDI) is a non-for-profit organization, and its work is guided towards a corruption free environment where institutions, business and citizens exercise their rights and roles with integrity and dignity. Its mission is to support the development of participatory democracy and the fight against corruption through promotion of transparency, accountability and integrity at all levels and sectors of society.
The regional project “Integrity Watch in the Western Balkans and Turkey: civil society combating corruption with political integrity data” funded by European Commission is an innovative civil society initiative in the field of anti-corruption and political integrity implemented in the region by national chapters of Transparency International (TI). It is led by Kosova Democratic Institute in partnering with Transparency International chapters in Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Serbia and Türkiye, whilst Transparency International Secretariat in Berlin provides thematic and technical support. The action is built upon the existing Integrity Watch 3.0 action conducted in most of the European Union Member States and adjusted to domestic needs of the Western Balkans and Turkey. This action focuses on the following most relevant areas for anti-corruption and political integrity in the region: 1) the opacity of political finance, 2) the undue influence of vested interests in law-making, and 3) favoritism in public contracting. Therefore, overall objective of this regional project is to empower citizens and civil society actors organized at large in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, North Macedonia, Serbia and Turkey to hold their political office holders to account for the integrity of political finance, law-making and resource allocation. Hence, strengthened political integrity shall foster more public decisions consistent with the common good.
1.2 Objective: 
Kosova Democratic Institute (accredited chapter of Transparency International in Kosovo) intends to develop the online platform that monitors integrity in political decision making in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, North Macedonia, Serbia and Turkey. The platform shall mirror the already existing platforms of other TI Chapters, which include types of data such as public contracting, business ownership, legislative voting, etc.). Additionally, the platform shall have built-in detection tools of conflicts of interest, undue influence and flows of criminal money by cross-referencing them. Kosova Democratic Institute aims to identify potential suppliers/offerors who can provide cost-effective, reproducible detection and visualization tools in each of the partner countries in line with the visual identity and functionality developed for Integrity Watch EU and Integrity Watch 3.0.
The purpose of this Call for Expression of Interest is to identify and prequalify eligible individual experts and/or businesses for prospective award supporting activity implementation under project “Integrity Watch in the Western Balkans and Turkey: civil society combating corruption with political integrity data”], Pr. No. IPA/2022/ 440-922, financed by the European Commission. Interested expert individuals and businesses specialized in Information Technology (see below 1.3, for more details) are invited to submit their letters of interest for consideration in the procurement procedures [request for proposals] highlighting their relevant capacities, expertise, skills, and ability to support the delivery of sought specific results as outlined in section 1.3 below. 
All interested parties that wish to participate in this Open Call for Expression of Interest are requested to send their submission (Completed attachments I, II and III (ALL sections)) by email with the Subject clearly marked “KDI Open Call for Expression of Interest – for development of the Integrity Watch digital platforms for four Western Balkan Countries and Turkey” at the following email address:  
             procurement@kdi-kosova.org 
OR delivered in a sealed envelope clearly marked “KDI Open Call for Expression of Interest – for development of the Integrity Watch digital platforms for four Western Balkan Countries and Turkey” at the following address: 
Kosova Democratic Institute (KDI)
Str. “Bajram Kelmendi”, #239
Pristina, 10000
Kosovo

not later than the 21 of August 2023.
Applications must be submitted in English.  
Any requests for additional information should be addressed in writing before 14th of August 2023 at the same e-mail: procurement@kdi-kosova.org. KDI responses to any queries or clarification requests will be made available to all online www.kdi-kosova.org on or before 18th of August 2023.  
Applications will be assessed by an evaluation committee to identify individual experts and businesses that have the mandate, capacities, and comparative advantage to support the achievement of results for development of the Integrity Watch digital platforms for four Western Balkans’ countries and Turkey using criteria outlined in section 1.3 below. 
It should be noted that participation in this Open Call for Expression of Interest does not guarantee the individual experts and/or businesses will be ultimately selected to receive the Request for Proposal. 
1.3 Deliverables 
Selected individual experts and/or businesses will be invited through a specific Request for Proposal to submit their detailed technical and financial proposals for implementation of the activity “development of the Integrity Watch digital platforms for four Western Balkan Countries and Turkey.” 
Individual experts and businesses with experience and expertise in information technology field and tools listed below are encouraged to apply: 
· The external full stack developer/company together with KDI and TI-S, will provide guidance and feedback on considerations when picking key datasets for each domestic platform.
· After selecting the key datasets for each domestic Integrity Watch platform, the external full stack developer/company with close cooperation with the implementing partners will turn the data sources into digital datasets in formats such as csv. or Json. to prepare them for platform development.
· The full stack developer service provider will produce scripts for the harvesting or scraping of data from government websites, files and other sources. 
· Once the data has been harvested, cleaned and organized in standardized datasets, the external developer in cooperation and coordination with project partners will start web development of domestic Integrity Watch platforms. Once the design and list of functionalities are approved, the coding of each platform will begin.
· The external developer/company in coordination with KDI and TI Secretariat will conduct 1:1 consultation with each project partner to discuss the shape and functionality of their domestic platforms. The external developer/company will produce static wireframes or visual mock-ups of the websites. After feedback from each co-applicant, the external developer/company will conduct the necessary coding and development work to deploy the platforms.
· The external web developer, KDI and TI-S will provide technical support in setting up the workshops. Depending on costs, the web developer may attend the workshops, otherwise, user feedback will be gathered by co-applicants. The external developer will implement the feasible changes following the pilot workshops.
· Under the guidance of KDI and TI-S, the external developer will implement the feasible red-flagging features resulting from the risk indicators in the Integrity Watch platforms.
For successful implementation of the activities underlined under deliverables, the applicants are expected to possess the minimum of the following qualifications: 
· Experience and expertise in communication design, computer science, information technologies, in web or software development
· At least 5 years of relevant experience front- and back-end in development and data visualization tools
· Expertise in HTML, CSS, and JavaScript (knowledge of Vue.js essential)
· Expertise with data visualization and knowledge of D3.js essential
· Knowledge of Python for the purpose of data-parsing scripts desirable
· Expertise with PHP and database management systems 
· Experience with Git-hub
· Professional language proficiency in English

Proof of the applicant’s technical capabilities should be clearly underlined in section 3 of the application form. 
Applicants will be informed of the outcome of their submissions by communication sent out to the email/postal address that is indicated in the applicant’s submission.  
Mandatory Attachments: 
1. Attachment I – Applicant’s Profile and Due Diligence Verification Form
2. Attachment II – Application Form (to be completed by the Applicant)
3. Attachment III – Declaration on Conflict of Interest

*Failure to complete and submit any of the attachments will be considered as grounds for disqualification. 










Attachment I
Profile, Declaration and Due Diligence Verification Form

	Declaration in support of: 
	

	Project Number: 
	

	Name of entity: 
	


	Acronym:
	


	Type of entity (select only one)
	|_| Academic institution 
|_| Small/Medium Enterprise 
|_| Marginalized Groups Enterprise 
|_| Corporation 
|_| Individual Consultant
|_| National NGO (an NGO that is established in only one country)
|_| International NGO (an NGO that has offices in more than one country)

	Main Business Activity or Expertise
	

	Main Business Activity Classification Code according to NACE REV.2 (for business entities only)
	

	Head of entity:
	

	Deputy head of entity:
	

	Address: 
	

	Contact Number: 
	

	Country of Operation/Residence: 
	

	Authorized Person (Name and Contact Information)
	

	Declarations 
	Yes
	No

	1. By answering yes, the organization confirms that it is committed to the core values of the European Commission, Transparency International and Kosova Democratic Institute

	
	

	2. By answering yes, the entity confirms that it is eligible for participating (either individually or in grouping-consortium) in contracting activities in EU Member States, Kosovo and/or Western Balkans, and is not prone to any restrictions, limitations or/and debarment in any of the countries. 
	
	

	3. By answering yes, the organization confirms that it is committed to prohibiting and combatting fraud and corruption[footnoteRef:1], sexual exploitation and abuse[footnoteRef:2], and child safeguarding violations. Furthermore, the organization confirms that it is committed to promoting the protection and safeguarding of children[footnoteRef:3]. [1:  In line with provisions of “The 1997 Convention on fighting corruption involving officials of the EU or officials of EU countries”; “The 2003 Council Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector, which criminalizes both active and passive bribery”, “The 2008 Council Decision 2008/852/JHA”, “The Directive on the fight against fraud to the Union’s financial interests by means of criminal law (Directive (EU) 2017/1371”, “Kosovo Law no. 08/L-017 on the agency for prevention of corruption”, “Code no.06/L-074 Criminal Code of the Republic Of Kosovo” ]  [2:  In line with provisions of “Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 April 2011 on preventing and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting its victims”, “Kosovo Law no. 04/L-218 on preventing and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting victims of trafficking”.]  [3:  in line with provisions of "UNCRC The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child", “EU guidelines for the promotion and protection of the rights of the child”, “Kosovo: Law No. 06/L-084 on Child protection”] 

	
	

	4. By answering yes, the entity confirms that it is committed to transparency and accountability.

	
	



I, the undersigned, representing [the presenting economic operator] hereby affirm and declare under oath that I am eligible in accordance with EU PRAG 2, Article 2.4 and Article 65 of the Law on Public Procurement in Kosovo (Law No. 04/L-042), as amended and supplemented by Law No. 04/L-237, Law No. 05/L-068 and Law No. 05/L-092.
I confirm that I have thoroughly reviewed the eligibility requirements stated in EU PRAG 2, Article 2.4 and Article 65 of the Law of Public Procurement (LPP), as well as paragraph 6 of the Information for Tenderers and hereby assert that I satisfy all the necessary eligibility criteria for participation in this procurement procedure.
I am fully aware and accept the potential criminal and civil sanctions, fines, penalties that may be imposed if I inadvertently submit any document or statement containing erroneous or misleading information due to negligence.

Signed by: 	____________________________		Date:	 __________________

Title:		_____________________________ 		Place: 	___________________


















Attachment II
Application form
(This prequalification document is for use with a request for bids process)
(to be completed by the Applicant)

	Information provided in this form will be used as a bid qualification tool to identify the most suitable sources/entities for implementation of the activities as outlined/described in the Call for Expression of Interest under section 1.3. Please note that this information does not represent a formal offer or a proposal for partnership consideration and does not imply any binding obligations or commitments at any stage.
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Project: Integrity Watch in the Western Balkans and Turkey: civil society combating corruption with political integrity data
Project Number: IPA/2022/ 440-922
Client: Kosova Democratic Institute (KDI)
Country: Kosovo
Issued on: 7 August 2023
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Award Type of Procedure: Restricted Procedure 
Award Criteria: Most Economically Advantageous Tender [Best Value] 
Estimated Award Value: NTE [Not-to-Exceed] 62,500.00 EUR
Award Start and End Date: October 2023 until 28 February 2026 (project end date)
Location of Works: Remote




	Section 1. General Information 

	1.1 Name of the Economic Operator: 
	

	1.2 Authorized Person’s Name and Last Name:
	

	1.3 Address: 
	

	1.4 Contact Number: 
	

	1.5 Contact E-Mail:
	

	1.6 Country of Operation/Residence: 
	

	1.7 Project duration 
	Estimated Number of hours needed for development of the Integrity Watch digital platforms for four Western Balkan Countries and Turkey

	1.8 Estimated Cost per hour EUR
	



	Section 2. Economic Operator’s Presentation, Capacities and Capabilities

	2.1 A brief presentation of Economic Operator’s Profile 
(3 to 5 paragraphs; max 400 words)
	A brief introduction to the Economic Operator’s field of activity, history, etc.

	2.2 Rationale/ justification
(3 to 5 paragraphs; max 400 words)
	Elaborate briefly why you want to be part of this procurement action. 

	2.3 Experience and expertise in communication design, computer science, information technologies, in web or software development
(3 to 5 paragraphs; max 400 words)
	Please elaborate your expertise and experience to date and how they would ensure successful implementation of the project



	Section 3. Demonstrated Technical Capacities and Capabilities

	Name of the project
	Type of the project
	Name of the Client
	References 
	Role
(Prime Contractor, Consortium member, Subcontractor)
	Main Achievements
(including website when applicable)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


(Add / Remove rows as needed)



Signed by: 	____________________________		Date:	 __________________

Title:		_____________________________ 		Place: 	___________________


Attachment III

Declaration of Conflict of Interest 


Before considering any submission or request, the Kosova Democratic Institute (KDI) adheres to a strict Conflict of Interest resolution procedure. 

For this reason, please see the list of KDI[footnoteRef:4] and TI-Secretariat[footnoteRef:5] board members, management staff and coordinators and declare if you are related to them: [4:  https://kdi-kosova.org/qasja-jone/]  [5:  https://www.transparency.org/en/the-organisation#our-people] 



          Complete the declaration below in case you have NO Conflict of Interest:


I confirm that the individuals employed in our entity, ___________________________, have no family ties or other close connections with any members of the Kosova Democratic Institute (KDI) or Transparency International Secretariat - Berlin. During the project implementation, we commit not to establish any relationship or financial/material obligation with the personnel of the mentioned institutions.


          Complete the declaration below in case you have a conflict of interest:


I hereby declare that _____________________________ employed in our entity ___________________________ have family ties with one or more persons from the above list.

Description of family ties: _________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________





Signed by: 	____________________________		Date:	 __________________

Title:		_____________________________ 		Place: 	___________________
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